‘The Hunger Games’
May the odds be ever in their favor


The United States of America is gone. 
North America as we know it has become a dystopian country called Panem, a dictatorship run from a city called the Capital. The rest of country is divided into 12 districts (there were once 13, but  District 13 was blown off the face of the Earth for revolting). 
The highlight of Panem each year is the Hunger Games, a televised event in which two children from every district (a boy and a girl) are chosen from a lottery to fight to the death in an outdoor arena. The ages of the tributes range from 12 to 18. The winner is the last child alive. 
“The Hunger Games,” a New York Times best seller written by Suzanne Collins, is the first book of “The Hunger Games” trilogy. The story follows a girl named Katniss Everdeen, a 16 year old highly trained hunter from District 12 who volunteers for the 74th Hunger Games in place of her younger sister, Prim. Participating with her is Peeta Mellark, a baker’s son who once saved her family from starving by giving them bread. 
As if being thrown into an arena to kill other kids isn’t bad enough, the two’s mentor, Haymitch, is the only victor District 12 has ever had. He’s a raging alcoholic and the laughing stock of the games. Since he’s in charge of making sure they stay alive, the odds are not in their favor.
Although Collins avoided overly graphic descriptions of violence, some of the players’ deaths were disturbing and one in particular was tear-jerking. Her writing is so vividly descriptive that it is impossible to not see the forest floor that lies outside of District 12’s electric fence or the trees that Katniss straps herself to when she’s sleeping in the arena. “The Hunger Games” generates constant suspense and is one of the hardest books to put down. 
The movie, produced by Lionsgate, comes out March 23 and is their most expensive movie yet. Director Gary Ross plans to make it PG-13 so that young readers can see it. Make sure to read the book before watching the movie. You will not regret it.
