Review of The Crucible

       Christ Church has seen its bit of musicals, comedies, and light
dramas. It was about time for something like The Crucible to come to the
stage, bringing a more dramatic feel as opposed to previous shows. After
two months of preparation, audiences were finally ushered into the lower
school auditorium to see the final production of The Crucible. The
theater was somber from the moment upon entering, with a nearly empty
stage and plain canvas as a backdrop. The simplicity of the scenery left
a great burden on the cast to carry the show through the darkness of the
Salem Witch Trials. This burden they took and brilliantly gave life to
Arthur Miller’s story.
       Many rehearsals consisted of the cast sitting down in an open
dialogue to discuss the scenes and the direction the actors hoped to
take with their characters. This approach was led by the new director,
Mrs. Anne Thromsness, who turned the show’s rehearsal process to focus
to the individual’s interpretation of the character. The emphasis on
character and dialogue showed through with the performance. The actors
seemed very sure of their standing and intentions. This was especially
hard seeing as the theater department has not produced a tragedy in
recent years, and this was a challenge for all involved. Christ Church
has put on many musicals and dramatic comedies but the current thespians
have little experience with such dark plot lines. These are the students
the school is used to watching singing and dancing through past shows
such as Hello, Dolly! and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Taking on much
darker roles raised the bar for their acting skills for thespians such
as Alex Hamberis. She took on the complex and unforgiving role of
Abigail Williams and seemed to grasp a firm understanding of her
character’s motivations as the instigator of the allegations.

The show was brilliantly cast. The show was full of veterans to the
stage who had proven their ability and also with newcomers who made a
remarkable impression. Students in the high school are accustomed to
Student Body President Chandler Carpenter’s voice at assemblies, but his
acting was at its best as Governor Danforth. None of the actors were
given microphones for the show, but his voice clearly found its way to
the audiences ears. Of all the stand outs, senior Lee Sherman stepped up
in a supporting role as Reverend Hale. He had been been last seen as a
dancer on last spring’s Hello, Dolly! but had never taken up a leading
role. His fervent performance nearly stole the show with his apparent
empathy for the character’s circumstances. Fellow stage mate William
Hamilton said on Sherman’s performance, “I’d never seen him muster up
such strength and emotion before and it was really impressive.” Another
standout was junior Harrison Johnson who portrayed the male leading role
of John Proctor. His extremely passionate performance dominated once he
entered the stage and he carried nearly every scene with his powerful
oration and presence. Every member of the cast was clearly at their best
in the show, due in part to the behind the scenes efforts. A fight
coordinator was hired to help with the more physical scenes. He taught
the cast how to give convincing blows and how to fall a certain way so
as to not get hurt in the process. A movement expert was also called in
to teach the actors how the Puritans would have actually stood and
spoken, as well as choreograph several scenes. The overall effect was of
a very well rehearsed dialogue and action. Perhaps at times the actors
came off as trying too hard, which may have actually been moments of
holding back. There were a few moments of awkward stage positioning as
the speaking character was blocked by another, which happened a few
times throughout the show. Still, the concepts were very hard to tackle
and even harder to portray, but the cast of The Crucible did so
brilliantly.

       All in all it was a good show, a really good show. A major
carrying factor of the production was the casting, all involved really
stepped up and gave their best performance. It was obvious how much time
was spent on getting the actors into character and comfortable with the
plot. Many rehearsals were dedicated to assuming the mood of the story
to get the cast in the proper mindset. The words that come to mind when
reflecting on the show are passionate, raw, honest, and intense.
Considering the general success of the show, hopefully Christ Church can
look forward to more intense productions in the coming years.
