Money Matters

Students and Teachers tell how the country’s recession has affected them.

- Ashlyn Boyd, junior, LEHS, News Story Submission

It seems like money makes the world go round. How does one get money? A job. School all day, work until 10 p.m., dinner and homework. Overwhelming does not even begin to describe the feeling. According to Time Magazine, 7.3 million teens are getting a regular paycheck from an employer. 

    Most students try to focus solely on school for four years. But what happens when a new pair of kicks come out that one has to have? What about the latest fashion styles? The newest electronic device? Face it. Being a teenager is not cheap!

   Parents can not support every teenager’s shopping habit. Getting a job is the answer to every teenager’s money problem. 

   “[I got a job at] Skateland [so I could] spend my money on gas and food,” Jordan Branham, senior, said. “That is where, literally, all my money goes!”

   Managing school, sports and a job is not easy. Balancing responsibilities is necessary to be successful at work and at school. 

   “I work Fridays and Saturdays and sometimes during the week, [usually about] 20 hours a week.” Branham said. “[I have had to learn to] manage my time wisely.”

   Finding a job that suits a student’s personality is not always a priority when a teenager decides to enter the job market. However, Wyatt Ogle, junior, was able to find a job that he already had a passion for.

   “I work at Wateree Gymnastics Center Mondays through Thursdays after school until 6:30 p.m. and optional Friday nights and birthday parties on the weekends,” Ogle said. 

     Life changes for students who make the decision to add the extra responsibility that a job requires.

   “I have less time for homework, friends and after school activities,” Ogle said. ‘I have not been able to socialize with friends after school because I have to go straight to work. [It takes] hard work and determination [to keep a job].”

   The economy has affected student jobs. For Dresean Atkins, junior, working at Harvest Hands Daycare Center with little kids is his passion. 

   “[Over the summer] I worked nine hours a day,” Atkins said. “I was a working man!”

   With the economic recession businesses have had to cut their budget for employees. When school started back Atkins was let go from Harvest Hands.

   “It was a family business and she did not have enough money to pay me [each week],” Atkins said.

   There is a lot to learn from having a job. From time management and organization to learning how to spend and to save money, having a job is not simple.

   “With [my] job, I have realized that saving my money is hard to do, but [it is] worth it in the end,” Branham said. 

   As of May 2010, 154.4 million Americans 16 and older were a part of this nation’s labor force (Bureau of Labor and Statistics). This statistic includes teenagers as well as adults. About 284,000 Americans work full-time at two jobs (US Census Bureau). The truth is, everyone needs a job to make money to buy the things everyone really wants in life. 

   Over five percent of the workforce works two jobs just to make ends meet (CNN Money). Every evening Cherie Nobrega, French teacher, comes home exhausted knowing a few hours later she will have to face the reality of the country’s recession. She will have to endure another long night at a part-time job that should not be necessary given the full-time job she works during the day. 

   “Four to five days a week, 20 to 24 hours weekly, [for the past] seven years I have worked at Walmart as my second job,” Nobrega said. 

   Not only is it stressful to have a full-time job, but the added responsibilities of a second job come with sacrifices.  

   “[On a scale of one to 10, the stress of working a second job is] a nine,” Nobrega said. “I have to say ‘no’ to a lot of things I used to do, such as student events like [my son’s] band competitions. I cannot participate in church as much as I used to. I have to pick and choose.”

   An accident at work left Nobrega’s husband in and out of the hospital for the past threwwwe years. This was the leading reason Nobrega got a job at Walmart.  She simply needed to provide for her family.

   “He had a lumbar fusion that did not heal properly which caused other complications,” Nobrega said. “He will never return to work.”

   Balancing two jobs is not easy and always comes at a price. Whether it is spending time away from family or not being able to be home a couple nights a week. David Caldwell, math teacher, has worked at Central Carolina Technical College two nights a week.

   “For my particular job, I can request which nights I want to work and [then] I work around my wife’s schedule, my daughter’s dance and my son’s ball games,” Caldwell said. 

   There are about 7.2 million teachers nationwide (US Census Bureau). For Caldwell teaching, comes naturally which is why this job working only two nights a week at Central Carolina Technical College, could not have come at a better time.

   “I looked into it before, then the opportunity arose and it fit in [with the economic recession],” Caldwell said. “I am fortunate that my second job and my first job are the same. It is my calling [to be a teacher].”

   From doctor bills and utility bills to extracurricular activities and shopping, the cost of life adds up. It all comes down to one thing; money. With or without it, life must go on. 

   “It is a shame that in my profession I feel the need to have a second job because [as a teacher] I am at the bottom of the food chain,” Nobrega said.

