Collyn Taylor

Substitute teacher teaches students through his life story

What is lucky? Is it passing a math test? Is it a late game-winning field goal? To substitute Ibrahim Alassaad, lucky is waking up every morning.

Alassaad is a district substitute that spends his time, filling in for teachers that couldn’t come to school that day and also has another job at Dillards. Alassaad also has a major disease called hydrocephalus and to him, every day that he wakes up is a blessing to him.

“Well I live day by day because I don’t know if this device is going to stop one day when I’m driving or while I’m walking; it might stop while I’m talking to you,” Alassaad said, “It is something that depends on God, I’m a believer and God has been watching over me. I’m 49 and if I make it to 50, that will be a blessing.”

Hydrocephalus is a disease where there is an over accumulation of fluid in the brain that can cause vomiting and seizures. A person suffering from this disease must have a shunt put into his brain to help drain the fluid, which is another health risk.

“Its hard [living with hydrocephalus]. You don’t know from one day to another if you’re going to stay alive or not. They implanted a shunt and a battery in the brain. The doctor told me that the shunt might malfunction one day. It lasted 35 years, which is surprising. Even the doctor was happy to see that it lasted that long,” Alassaad said, “After those 35 years, the device malfunctioned and they had to go in and do another surgery. The doctor who performed it, Dr. Thomas Holbrook, saved my life two times.”

Now, this life-threatening disease is not the end of Ibrahim’s story. His father is from the Middle East and Ibrahim speaks with an accent. This has caused Ibrahim to be discriminated against, even though he has a degree in political science.

“After Sept. 11, I started having some problems when I went to go apply for a job. I was called names and one place told me that they didn’t hire foreigners. I went to Wachovia Bank after I passed two exams; one oriental lady who spoke broken English came out and told me ‘We don’t hire people with accents’,” Alassaad said, “This is discouraging when you know you have a degree and are well educated and you see people who are in a high place discriminate against you because of your color or nationality.”

Alassaad has been through a lot in his short 49 years. However, all of the discrimination and the hydrocephalus have not slowed him down. His rock throughout all of this has been his religion.

“I don’t worry about it [the discrimination] because I’m a Christian and God is going to take care of me. If you know you are strong and you are doing the right thing and you are not breaking the law, you are always going to be successful,” Alassaad said.

His religion has prompted him to perform many charitable acts, including helping the handicapped.

“I did volunteer with the American Red Cross with the blood drive, collecting blood. I worked for the hospital at Fort Jackson I worked at the optical lab cutting lenses. I learned how to cut lenses and put them in a frame and we used to ship them to all the other bases in the United States,” Alassaad said, “I worked with the Commission for the Blind we used to help a blind counselor read for her, collect her mail, do her paperwork, and help her with her daily activities.”

Now, with him moving to America when he was very young, he has noticed differences between the Middle East and America; from the school system, to the technology to the types of government. He is fascinated with the American school system and says that it is vital for a successful life.

“Stay in school because your education is the bases for your life. Without education you cant move an inch and working at McDonalds and Burger King is not going to get you anywhere,” Alassaad said, “The technology is advancing to the point where you have to catch up to reality and make sure that you are ahead because if you don’t, people will think you are uneducated because technology is the world these days and if you don’t follow it, you will stay behind and society will not accept you if you stay behind.”

