Students of both schools deserve better
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On the morning of Oct. 7, students and faculty of Boiling Springs High School arrived to find the front of the school vandalized. Phrases like “DHS 2012,” “Dorman U,” “Seniors 2012,” and “We Own U” were found in blue and white letters on the sidewalk. 
The bulldog statue was painted half blue and half white to represent the Dorman colors. As of Oct. 28, no charges were filed and no suspects have been identified in the case. It is hard to believe that individuals would want so much attention that they are willing to face criminal charges. 
While having school spirit makes the high school experience fun and memorable, engaging criminal behavior in an effort to show support for your school is crossing the line. Sure, kids will be kids, but when the actions are breaking the law, it is no longer an innocent prank. Rumors have circulated that students at Boiling Springs—in an effort to deface the reputation of Dorman students—could be to blame. 
No evidence has been reported yet to suggest as much. Regardless of who is responsible, the actions were outlandish and reprehensible; when the truth comes out, the actions of a few individuals will tarnish the reputation of an entire school, whether the students are from Dorman or Boiling Springs. 
The group of people responsible for the defacing of the school could be charged with destruction of property along with trespassing. Are the charges that the people face really worth being considered the top story in the news for that day? What about the actions of those individuals who didn’t take part in this travesty? 
Students, faculty, and other groups participate in events that uphold the reputations of both schools. Students from the schools competed that night at volleyball and junior varsity football games. Their efforts and performances were overshadowed and tarnished by the petty acts of a few attention-seeking miscreants. They deserve better.
In news reports published that Friday, reporters referred to the individuals as “vandals.” What a great reputation to uphold—especially when it is Dorman seniors presumed to be responsible. News of the event has spread across the county and the viewing area, leaving a bad impression on parents and other supporters of DHS. 
The fervor not surprisingly spread to social networking sites like Facebook that weekend. Statuses updates about the incident filled news feeds of users, continuing to harm the reputation of students and alumni outside the area.To top it off, the Bulldogs edged Dorman 31-28 in Friday’s football game, the first victory by Boiling Springs over the Cavaliers since 1996. 
But the embarrassment lies with the perpetrators, not the football team.As surveillance videos are reviewed and the investigation proceeds, the story will unfold and the truth will come out. Those responsible will be charged and the guilty will be punished, but the reputation of both schools will remain damaged by an immature and thoughtless act. Both schools deserve better.
