Spirit Week mandate handled poorly, money should go to charity
By Kelly Rae, writing for Mannuscript Staff


Pierce Wiley triumphantly ripping off his shirt in the Date Auction. Collin Sarvis downing a live goldfish. Analisa Wolff licking a boot.  Roller skates, blaring horns, and sprinting for dear life. No matter how extreme, students have gone to great lengths to generate more money for Spirit Week charities.

The source of all the chaos, laughter, and utter joy does not lie in the bitter rivalry between Mann and Greenville High. Fueling the fire is the knowledge that all of the happiness, hard work, and money goes to a deserving and touching charity. 

With Spirit Week 2011 looming around the corner, something is missing.  Students are angry, not excited. Students are confused, not certain. Students feel defeated already.

Looking back on previous Spirit Weeks feels almost painful.  Instead of memories igniting a fire of anticipation, they simmer and sting with disappointment over an administrative decision concerning a substantial portion of this year’s money.

This year, Principal Charles Mayfield has mandated to take $30,000 from Spirit Week money to go to J.L. Mann, which goes against the wishes of student council. Twenty-five thousand dollars will fund a bus system for an afternoon tutoring program while the rest will go to PTSA.

After a few months of genuine confusion, a final burst of anger from students and parents emerged after realization of such a drastic percentage.  Fuming Facebook posts and swirling rumors heavily criticize Mayfield as being “the problem”, and many question the validity of the bus program itself.  

The Mannuscript staff agrees with the program itself. While $25,000 appears like an unrealistically high price for three buses, the school must do something to fix the problem of a frighteningly increasing dropout rate.

However, the staff does not agree with the way Mayfield approached the student council, student body, and PTSA with the topic. Instead of forcing the issue upon student council as an absolute necessity, he should have asked about their concerns before making any brash decisions. Even when student officers came up with alternative means of raising the money, Mayfield immediately shut down any ideas and declared Spirit Week would inevitably be the means of raising the funds. This method is not one of an effective leader, even when the leader has the authority to take such action. Without student council, Spirit Week would fail, so it is imperative that these students have a say in the final outcome of money expenditures.

What also thoroughly perturbed the staff and the student body was Mayfield’s letter in which he insinuated that students and faculty supported his decision even though he had not yet addressed the topic with all of them.  In his original letter, Mayfield stated that student council supported him but removed that section at the council’s request. Never did the student body agree with taking $25,000 from the Mac Allen Foundation. Never did the student body agree with our money going to plans that are not even finalized and published. Student council members speak for the whole of the student body, and their objections have been ignored.

While we agree with the premise of the bus program, we disagree with where the money is coming from and how he handled and approached the situation. Considering that Wade Hampton runs a similar program for significantly less without taking Spirit Week funds, Mayfield’s solution seems to be made out of sheer convenience and not practicality.

Mayfield should take to heart the concerns of students and parents while working with them to create a solution. He may have the authority to make such a decision without the consent of the student body. But that doesn’t make it right.
