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On March 20, 2011, in a relatively quiet room in Gainesville, Florida, an event occurred that would spark riots and lead to the deaths of 20 innocent people. On that day, Terry Jones, leader of the nominally Christian organization held a “mock trial” of the Islamic holy book, (The Qur’an). Presiding as “the judge,” Jones pronounced the Qur’an guilty of crimes against humanity, which include inciting terrorism, murder, rape, discrimination, torture, and hatred. Jones continued to condemn the Muslim holy book, and with it, all those who practice Islam. At the end of “the trial,” Jones nodded to an executioner and a kerosene-soaked Qu’ran was lit. For almost 10 minutes, Jones and his company stood by in silence as the Qu’ran burned to ashes. 


The hyprocrisy, barbarity, and utter ignorance of Terry Jones is almost beyond my comprehension. Jones claims to be a Christian, but his words and actions are the antithesis of Christianity. In both the Old and New Testaments, the principal of loving God and our fellow man is repeated hundreds of times. In I Corinthians 16:14, The Bible states the simple precept, “Let all that you do be done in love.” Jones has directly violated this commandment by burning the Qur’an in an act of hatred and prejudice. His desecration of the Islamic holy book is appalling and should be condemned by all true followers of Jesus Christ. 


(I’m getting into Christian beliefs because Terry Jones claims to hold these beliefs.) Jesus Christ loved the world so much that He sacrificed himself and bore the penalty for man’s sins so that we could have a relationship with a perfect holy God. The love that drove Him to do this is indescribably powerful. In John 13:34, Jesus commands his disciples, “Just as I have loved you, so love one another.” The implication of this command is that everyone who claims to be a Christian should unconditionally love all those around them. Jones, however, directly and completely defies this command by leading a malevolent crusade against Muslims. 

Through this public crusade against all Muslims, Jones chooses to become an instrument of prejudice and hatred. Again and again, The Bible commands Christians to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31). “Love your enemies and do good to those who persecute you,” (Luke 6:27) and “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly.” (I Peter 4:8). Love is THE central concept of Christianity. Terry Jones, far from loving his fellow man, detests and condemns them. He is not a Christian pastor:  he is the leader of a detestable cult of bigots. He is supported neither by The Bible or the American public, and is one of whom the writer of the first amendment would undoubtedly be ashamed.
